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Michael Flatley’s

Lord of the Dance

Created, choreographed, produced & directed by Michael Flatley

Dance Director Marie Duffy Pask

Composer Ronan Hardiman

THE PROGRAM

THE STORIES HAD ALL BEEN WRITTEN AND EVERYONE KNEW THEIR PARTS.

BUT THE ANCIENT CLANS, SITTING IN THEIR STONE CIRCLES, HEARD RUM-BLINGS

AND THE SPIRIT’S DREAM WAS TROUBLED. A NEW DARK POWER

HAD EMERGED TO CHALLENGE THE LORD OF THE DANCE.

THE LITTLE SPIRIT TRAVELS THROUGH TIME AND SPACE TO HELP THE LORD

OF THE DANCE PROTECT HIS MYTHICAL PEOPLE. ON AN INCREDIBLE

ADVENTURE, THEY ENCOUNTER LOVE, DESIRE, AND DANGER.

THE CHARACTERS:

THE LORD OF THE DANCE

SAOIRSE, THE IRISH COLLEEN

DON DORCHA, THE DARK LORD

MORRIGHAN, THE TEMPTRESS

THE LITTLE SPIRIT

ERIN, THE GODDESS

Featuring members of The Lord of the Dance Troupe: THE CLAN OF THE CELTS,

THE WARLORDS, THE WARRIORS, THE GIRLS OF IRELAND

LORD OF THE DANCE

MUSICAL NUMBERS

ACT 1

1
CRY OF THE CELTS

The Spirit, Lord of the Dance, The Clan, Erin The Goddess

2
ERIN THE GODDESS

3
CELTIC DREAM

Saoirse, The Girls

4
THE WARRIORS

Don Dorcha, The Warriors

5
GYPSY

Morrighan

6
STRINGS OF FIRE

The Violins

7
BREAKOUT

Saoirse, The Girls

8
THE WARLORDS

Lord of the Dance, Warlords

9
ERIN THE GODDESS

10
THE LORD OF THE DANCE

Lord of the Dance, The Clan

ACT 2

1
DANGEROUS GAME

The Spirit, Don Dorcha, The Warriors

2
HELL’S KITCHEN

Lord of the Dance, Don Dorcha, Warlords, The Warriors

3
FIERY NIGHT

Morrighan, Don Dorcha, The Warriors, Their Women

4
THE LAMENT

The Violins

5
SIAMSA

The Clan

6
OUR WEDDING DAY

Erin, The Goddess

7
STOLEN KISS

Saoirse, Lord of the Dance, Morrighan

8
NIGHTMARE

Lord of the Dance, Don Dorcha, The Warriors

9
THE DUEL

Lord of the Dance, Don Dorcha

10
VICTORY

Lord of the Dance, The Clan

11
PLANET IRELAND

The photographing or sound recording of any performance or the possession of any device or such photographing or sound recording inside this theatre, without the written permission of the management, is prohibited by law.  Violators may be punished by ejection and violations may render the offender liable for money damages.

WHO’S WHO IN THE PRODUCTION

	MICHAEL FLATLEY 

Michael Flatley’s name is synonymous with the wave of Celtic dance mania that began sweeping the world in the mid-1990s and has continued to grow steadily ever since. He is the American-born dance pioneer who created Lord of the Dance – the most popular touring dance production in history. The youngest son of Irish parents who immigrated to the U.S. after WWII, Flatley spent much of his childhood in their native Ireland, where he developed an affinity for the traditional form of Celtic dance. It is this form of dance that Flatley combined with ultramodern techniques and a synergistic blend of other styles to create Lord of the Dance. Recognized as the guiding force that helped catapult Irish dancing into the global spotlight, Flatley conceived and choreographed the theatrical extravaganza that has been seen by more than 50 million people worldwide at sold out theaters, arenas and stadiums. He originated the role of the Lord, and presently serves as the show’s artistic director. More than just an acquired passion, Irish dancing is a central element of Flatley’s heritage. Both his mother and grandmother were Irish dance champions. Flatley started dancing at the tender age of four, and began his first formal lessons at 11, going on to become the first American to win a World Championship in Irish Dance. But it wasn’t until 1994, at the age of 35, that Flatley captured the world’s attention with a stunning performance during the Eurovision Song Contest – a pop music festival broadcast to a global TV audience.  Flatley’s swaggering, muscular style, uncompromising precision and spectacular speed - 35 taps per second according to the Guinness Book of World Records quickly transformed a quaint folk-dance form into a mass appeal entertainment extravaganza.  Flatley has been the recipient of a flood of honors for his professional and personal accomplishments. A small sampling includes: the youngest ever recipient of a National Heritage Fellowship from then President Ronald Reagan; recognition by the American National Endowment for the Arts as one of his nation’s greatest performers; and named one of “The Greatest Irish Americans of the Century” by Irish America Magazine. In 1991, The National Geographic Society declared Flatley to be a “Living Treasure.”

MARIE DUFFY PASK

DANCE DIRECTOR Marie Duffy Pask is probably the most successful Irish Dance teacher/choreographer of modern times.  She is a lady of exceptional versatility and achievement in all areas of choreography.  Marie’s dance experience spans from six years of age as a pupil of the world famous Inis Ealga Academy in Dublin, of which she went on to become Co-Director.  During this period success was attained in each and every category of all Ireland and

World Championships no less than 400 times.  Under Marie’s tuition Inis Ealga were winners of the Gold Medal at the Folk Dance Olympics in Dijon in 1981 for Ireland in a competition spanning the five continents of the world.
	In 1988, Marie formed her own Dance Studio in Dublin where her success once again continued.  She also conducts master classes and workshops throughout the USA and Canada, Australia and Great Britain.  She is registered teacher/adjudicator and examiner and a member of An Coimisiun le Rinci Gaelacha.

RONAN HARDIMAN

COMPOSER In 1990, amateur musician Ronan Hardiman left his daytime job as a teller with the Bank of Ireland to pursue his dream of one day becoming an acclaimed composer.  He soon became a sought after, bright, new talent with the Irish television and film industry.  By 1996, when Michael Flatley commissioned him to compose the music for “Lord of the Dance,” Hardiman’s list of credits and awards were as impressive as they were inter-national, with major commissions from the BBC and PBS (US) completed.  The spectacular global success of “Lord of the Dance” propelled Hardiman’s career into overdrive.  Flooded with offers from around the world, Hardiman chose to accept an offer from Polygram Records to write and record a solo project.  In March 1998, Hardiman released “Solas,” his first solo CD.  Already achieving gold status in Ireland, “Solas” is currently enjoying enormous success in the US and since released, has been in the Billboard New Age Top 20 charts.  In January 1999, “Solas” spawned a top ten hit single in France entitled “Elle Donne,” a French version of “Heaven” taken from “Solas.”  Hardiman worked with Michael Flatley in 2000 to create the hugely successful “Feet Of Flames” dance show, which toured the globe culminating with an open-air performance to 100,000 people in Budapest.  Hardiman released his second solo album “Anthem,” in 2001, which charted in the Billboard World Music Top Ten and continues to be a strong seller.  The following year, Hardiman teamed up with Celine Dion’s and Rod Stewart’s producer Chris Neil to work on material for New Zealand child operatic prodigy, Hayley Westenra.  Her debut album “Pure” has sold more than 1.5 million copies worldwide.  Hardiman has also written songs for English Tenor star Russell Watson as well as up and coming Classical Crossover sensations “Amici.”  Ronan has teamed up again with Michael Flatley and is currently composing the score for a new dance spectacular.
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